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Duke Ludovico Maria Sforza-Visconti, a coward, a scoun-
drel, a traitor, a murderer in intention, the wretch who
brought invading Frenchmen into Italy to aid his usurpa-
tion of the throne of Milan—to him be all the blame. The
Vice-chancellor-Cardinal Ascanio Maria Sforza-Yisconti
and all the Sforza of Pesaro, Santafiora, Chotignuola,
Imola and Forli, followed the head of their House; and,
as he led them astray, so he must be decried. Sforza has
produced cardinals a many; but never a Pope. Sforza was
never nearer to the pontificate than in this reign. Ascanio
was more than likely to succeed the Lord Alexander—far
more likely than the diabolical plebeian who did succeed.
But Sforza followed the head of its House; committing
political suicide. Loyalty in any age is rare: under all cir-
cumstances it is heroic, admirable.
From the Catholic King and Queen of Spain, Don Her-
nando and Dona Isabella, came the sometime pontifical
captain Don Gonsalvo de Cordoba, charged to scold the
Holiness of the Pope because of His new alliance with
France. A very old weapon again was refurbished, and
Catholic Spain, in fear or envy, menaced a Spanish Pon-
tiff, Who had given her the New World, with Cardinal
Giuliano della Rovere's stupid General Council. So, in the
shuffling of the cards, misery made strange bed-fellows
acquainted.
Then the Orient blazed with sudden war, and the Muslim
Infidel began hostilities with Venice. Christendom had lost
Lepantol; the Turks were intoxicated with success; and
in Rome the Lord Alexander was deep in the scheme of a
new Crusade when the year 1498 died.
Naples looked with sallow eyes on the amicable relations
of the Papacy and France. The Christian King Louis XII
1 But She won a signal and decisive victory there, with the aid of
Our Lady of Victory (Nijrf, Poliziano would have said), in     2

